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T 54
Description of the 

conservation and 

re-binding of the 

manuscript 

T 54, of the first 

Dastur Meherjirana 

library, Navsari, 

India. The work has 

been executed at 

the Dept. of 

Conservation at the 

Royal Library in 

Copenhagen, 

Denmark, during 

the period 2008 -
2011.



The first Dastur Meherjirana 
library, Navsari, India



The Royal Library, Copenhagen, 

Denmark

The workshop at the 

Royal Library is 

situated in this building 

and the whole 

conservation process 

was conducted here.

The main building of 

the library, õthe 

Black Diamondõ , 

where the Avestan 

manuscripts are 

kept.



The oldest part of the 

library built in 1906 from 

the garden side.

The old catalogue room and 

researchers desks.



The manuscript had been fumigated in 

India. To get rid of the chemical odors the 

manuscripts were kept in fume hood for 6 

weeks. 

The old binding is still in place.

The manuscript had been fumigated in India. To get rid of the 

chemical odors the manuscripts were kept in fume hood for 6 

weeks. The old binding is still in place.

The process of treatment.



The pages of T54 are meticulously separated from each other. 

Old damage from insects have stuck the pages together.



Removing the old sewing structure from T54.



The manuscript is taken apart and the old binding stripped 

off.



The old binding in light brown leather was heavily deteriorated and it was 
decided to remove it and make a new binding.

The old binding, front and spine. 

After stripping the inside of the 

binding seen to the right.



The joints had to be reinforced to create a basis for the 

sewing and re -binding.



T 54, two pages before treatment

The paper was damaged by insects, as seen on 

the enlarged detail. 



T 54, two pages after treatment. The insect holes were filled in with tissue 

thin paper.


